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536 International Journal of Ethics. 

The Science of Civilization. By Cecil Balfour Phipson. 
London: Swan Sonnenschein & Co. Pp. xv, 512. 

The author of this book exhibits some ingenuity in his argu- 
ment and a freshness of treatment which is largely attributable 
to a misunderstanding or ignorance of the work of his predeces- 
sors. Nothing would be gained from describing the author's 
main contentions and his methods ; for although his intentions 
are good, namely to present to a world, "now revolting from 
the lordship of these selfish, soulless and fatal principles which 
have so long claimed to direct its economic activities," principles 
in their stead which "reconcile at last what has too long remained 
not only irreconcilable but antagonistic, viz., Christian ethics and 
scientific economics . . . .," yet we cannot but regard his work as 
misleading to the inexpert and of no value to experts. It is a 
thousand pities that those who have the capacity and time to con- 
duct economic investigations should refuse to carry on the work 
of their predecessors, and insist on beginning the science anew. 
Of course the outcome is much that is worthless — naturally, be- 
cause none have the ability to do better in two or three years 
what has been accomplished by many generations, and few are 
Adam Smiths or Ricardos. In social science there are too many 
offenders in this respect. It is not so in the other sciences; and 
until it ceases to be so in social science we cannot expect much 
advance. 

S. J. Chapman. 

University College, Cardiff. 
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